
Identification of studies via databases and registers

Records identified from:
Databases (n = 4):

MEDLINE via PubMed (n = 2,380)
Scopus (n = 2,589)

WHO COVID-19 Research (n = 2,598)
L OVE platform (n = 1,162)

Records removed before screening:
Duplicate records (n = 2,676)

Records marked as ineligible by automation
tools (n = 0)

Records removed for other reasons (n = 0)

Records screened
(n = 6,053)

Records excluded
(n = 5,974)

Reports sought for retrieval
(n = 79)

Reports not retrieved
(n = 0)

Reports assessed for eligibility
(n = 79)

Reports excluded (n = 71):
publication type not applicable (n = 33)

Study design not applicable (n = 28)
Exposure not applicable (n = 8)
Outcome not applicable (n = 1)

Population not applicable (n = 1)

Studies included in narrative synthesis
(n = 13)

Studies included in quantitative synthesis
(n = 9)

Identification of studies via other methods

Records identified from:
Websites (n = 0)

Organisations (n = 0)
Citation searching (n = 55)

Reports sought for retrieval
(n = 55)

Reports not retrieved
(n = 0)

Reports assessed for eligibility
(n = 55)

Reports excluded (n = 50):

Study design not applicable (n = 36)
Exposure not applicable (n = 12)

publication type not applicable (n = 2)
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Figure 1_Wolff et al.

Figure 1: Overall PRISMA flow diagram. Study flow chart illustrating the selection of evidence.


