
Records identified through
database searching

(n = 8546)

Screening

Included

Eligibility

Identification

Duplicates (n = 3620)

Records after duplicates
removed (n = 4926)

Records screened
(n = 4926  )

Records excluded
(n = 4803)

Different topic n=4007
Duplicates n=748
Review n=19
Animal model n=7
Different study design n=5
Case report/series n=4
Conference abstract n=4
Protocol n=3
Language not English n=2
Guidelines n=2
Letter n=1
Editorial comment n=1

Full-text articles assessed
for eligibility

(n = 123  )

Full-text articles excluded
(n = 82)

Reasons displayed in Table
S1

Studies included in
qualitative synthesis

(n = 41)

Studies included in
quantitative synthesis

(meta-analysis)
(n = 16)


