
Table 1. Baseline characteristics
Variable Thrombocytopenia 

(n=2,402, 10.4%)
Normal platelet count 
(n=20,803)

All patients 
(n=23,205)

Maternal age (±SD) 32.8 (4.8) 32.1 (5.0) 32.2 (5.0)
Pre-pregnancy BMI (IQR) 23.0 (20.9-25.8) 23.5 (21.2-26.9) 23.4 (21.2-26.8)
Gestational age at delivery 
(IQR)

39.6 (37.7-40.8) 39.7 (38.1-40.7) 39.7 (38.0–40.7)

Gravidity (±SD) 2.3 (1.5) 2.3 (1.5)  2.3 (1.5)
Nulliparous, n (%) 1,137 (47.3) 9,726 (46.8) 10,863 (46.8)
Multiple gestation, n (%) 209 (8.7) 723 (3.5) 932 (4.0)
Birth weight in grams (IQR) 3,339 (2,783-3,756) 3,348 (2,866-3,720) 3,346 (2,857-

3,725)
Macrosomia, n (%) 332 (13.8) 2,070 (10.0) 2,402 (10.4)

Mode of delivery, n (%)
Normal vaginal 1,473 (61.3) 14,215 (68.3) 15,688 (67.6)
Instrumental 179 (7.5) 1,538 (7.4) 1,717 (7.4)
Primary caesarean 449 (18.7) 2,609 (12.5) 3,058 (13.2)
Emergency caesarean 301 (12.5) 2,441 (11.7) 2,742 (11.8)

Induction of labour, n (%) 608 (25.3) 4,832 (23.2) 5,440 (23.4)
Pregnancy complications, n (%)

Manual placenta removal 141 (5.9) 1,121 (5.4) 1,262 (5.4)
Perineal or birth tract 
injuries

83 (3.5) 631 (3.0) 714 (3.1)

Preeclampsia 114 (4.7)  542 (2.6) 656 (2.8)
Prior SPPH, n (%) 102 (4.2)  895 (4.3) 997 (4.3)
Prior caesarean delivery, n 
(%)

275 (11.4)  2,319 (11.1) 2,594 (11.2)

Platelet count (IQR) 134 (116-143) 223 (186-274)
Platelet disorders, n (%)

Gestational 
thrombocytopenia or 
thrombocytopenia of 
unknown origin

2,206 (91.8) - 2,206 (9.5)

HELLP syndrome 171 (7.1)* 84 (0.4) 255 (1.1)
ITP 20 (0.8)* 10 (<0.1) 30 (0.1)
Thrombopathy  4 (0.2) 16 (0.1) 20 (0.1)
Other 2 (0.1) 3 (<0.1) 5 (<0.1)

Platelet transfusion between 
last platelet count before 
delivery, and 24 hours after 
delivery, n(%)

35 (1.5) 28 (0.1) 63 (0.3)


