Table 2. Inspiratory slope, ES, and TF measurements in mRDAI score groups
	
	Mild (mRDAI scores: 0-4), n: 71
	Moderate-severe (mRDAI scores: 5-8 and 9-12), n: 33
	
p

	TEI (cm)
	0.25 ± 0.66
	0.26 ± 0.65
	0.425

	TEE (cm)
	0.18 ± 0.04
	0.19 ± 0.04
	0.271

	TF,%
	40.5 ± 15.2
	41.5 ± 14.1
	0.812

	EXC (mm)
	0.19 ± 0.05
	0.22 ± 0.04
	0.003

	IS (cm/h)
	0.38 ± 0.09
	0.54 ± 0.13
	<0.001

	ES (cm/h)
	0.32 ± 0.10
	0.43 ± 0.12
	<0.001

	TRC (s)
	1.12 ± 0.36
	0.94 ± 0.25
	0.014


Variables are expressed as means ± SDs. mRDAI: Modified Respiratory Assessment Instrument, TEI: diaphragm thickness at the end of inspiration, TEE: diaphragm thickness at the end of expiration, TF: thickening fraction, EXC: diaphragm excursion, IS: inspiratory slope, ES: expiratory slope, TRC: total duration time of the respiratory cycle.  
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