
P
os
te
d
on

A
u
th
or
ea

20
A
p
r
20
21

—
T
h
e
co
p
y
ri
gh

t
h
ol
d
er

is
th
e
au

th
or
/f
u
n
d
er
.
A
ll
ri
gh

ts
re
se
rv
ed
.
N
o
re
u
se

w
it
h
ou

t
p
er
m
is
si
on

.
—

h
tt
p
s:
//
d
oi
.o
rg
/1
0.
22
54
1/
au

.1
61
89
34
80
.0
51
96
82
7/
v
1
—

T
h
is

a
p
re
p
ri
n
t
a
n
d
h
a
s
n
o
t
b
ee
n
p
ee
r
re
v
ie
w
ed
.
D
a
ta

m
ay

b
e
p
re
li
m
in
a
ry
.

eHealth tools for childhood cancer survivorship care: A qualitative

analysis of survivors’, parents’, and general practitioners’ views.

Maria Schaffer1, Jordana McLoone2, Claire Wakefield3, Mary-Ellen Brierley2, Afaf Girgis2,
Maria McCarthy4, Elysia Thornton-Benko5, Raymond Chan6, Karen Johnston7, Richard
Cohn8, and Christina Signorelli8

1University of New South Wales - Kensington Campus
2University of New South Wales
3University of NSW
4Murdoch Childrens Research Institute
5Bondi Road Doctors
6Queensland University of Technology
7Sydney Children’s Hospital Randwick
8Sydney Children’s Hospital

April 20, 2021

Abstract

Purpose: The long-term management of childhood cancer survivors is complex. Electronic health (eHealth) technology has

the potential to significantly improve the management of late effects for childhood cancer survivors and assist their General

Practitioners (GP) to coordinate their care. We assessed the acceptability of and perceived benefits and barriers to eHealth

use amongst survivors, parents, and GPs. Methods: We conducted semi-structured telephone interviews with survivors of

childhood cancer, parents of childhood cancer survivors and their nominated GP. We described a hypothetical eHealth tool

and asked participants how likely they would use the tool to manage their survivorship care and their perceived benefits and

concerns for use of the tool. We used content analysis to synthesise the data using QSR NVivo12. Results: We interviewed

31 survivors (mean age: 27.0), 29 parents (survivors’ mean age: 12.6) and 51 GPs (mean years practising: 28.2). Eighty-five

percent of survivors and parents (n=51), and 75% of GPs (n=38) indicated that they would be willing to use an eHealth tool.

Survivors and parents reported that an eHealth tool would increase their confidence in their ability, and their GP’s ability, to

manage their survivorship care. GPs agreed that an eHealth tool would provide easier access to survivors’ medical information

and increase their capacity to provide support during survivorship. 7% of GPs (n= 4) and 43% of survivors (n=26) reported

being hesitant to use eHealth tools due to privacy/security concerns. Conclusion: Overall, eHealth tools were reported to be

acceptable to childhood cancer survivors, their parents, and their GPs.

Hosted file

eHealth tool manuscript 210418.pdf available at https://authorea.com/users/409027/articles/

518808-ehealth-tools-for-childhood-cancer-survivorship-care-a-qualitative-analysis-of-

survivors-parents-and-general-practitioners-views

1

https://authorea.com/users/409027/articles/518808-ehealth-tools-for-childhood-cancer-survivorship-care-a-qualitative-analysis-of-survivors-parents-and-general-practitioners-views
https://authorea.com/users/409027/articles/518808-ehealth-tools-for-childhood-cancer-survivorship-care-a-qualitative-analysis-of-survivors-parents-and-general-practitioners-views
https://authorea.com/users/409027/articles/518808-ehealth-tools-for-childhood-cancer-survivorship-care-a-qualitative-analysis-of-survivors-parents-and-general-practitioners-views

